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4 F The Caſe of many Protel ſtants in the County of Cam 
F tendred tothe Confaderation of the preſent P x «11 ameENT. 


Proteſtants in this County, from a ſevere Execution of the Lays expreſſely 

made in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James, againſt Papiſts ; and be- 

cauſe we intend with all Modeſty to repreſent our own Caſe, we ſhall not take notice 

what favour the Papiſts (who indeed are but few) have found amongſt us, nor ſhould 

» we rejoyce intheir Proſecution, but we muſt ſay, the Burden lyes heavy upon us, that 
do in our Souls deteſt Popiſh Idolatries. 

Many of us have been long ptoceeded againſt, and Returned into the . Exchequer 
as Popiſh Recuſants ; and there are about Fitty Free-holders, as ſuch, made Tenants to 
his Majeſty, and the two Thirds of their Revenue levyed upon them in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it were better for them-to hold their Lands of a Neighbour Gentlemen 
at a Rack-rent ; and even beyond the Extent of the Law the Copy-hold Lands 
of ſome are ſeized, 

We have given all poſſible demonſtration in our ſpheres of our Abhorrence of 
Popery, and of our Senſe of the Danger threatning his Majeſty and the Proteſtant 
Religion from the Helliſh Popiſh Plot, and yet fince the moſt happy Diſcovery 
thereof, we have found a more rigorous Execution of theſe Laws than in all the 
time of his Majeſties Reign : For ſince the Eleftions to this Parliament, we have 
had at leaſt One hundred and fifty Proteſtants convicted as Recuſants, and ſome are 
now Priſoners upon thoſe Laws, and all proſecuted in the Exchequer. ; 

Mr. Francis Holeroft a Noncontbemif Miniſter, being met alone upon the Road 
in June laſt, by Thomas Ducket Eſq; a Captain in the Militia, was taken Priſoner 
by him about ſeven miles from Cambridge, and committed to the common Gaole by 
a Warrant of vs Tap unuſual nature from the Captain and his Lievtenant. 

It was EnaCted in the 35 of Queen Elizabeth, That if any perſon ſhall forbear 

} for the ſpace of a Month to hear Divine Service, and ſhall be preſent at a-Con- 
venticle, and be thereof Convicted, he fhall be committed to Priſon, there to re- 

main fill he Conforms and makes the Declaration and Submiſſion in that AQ di- 

refed : And that upon refuſal he ſhall Abjure the Realm, and if he ſhall not de- 

| part, or abjuring ſhall retutn, he ſhall dye as a Felon without Benefit of Clergy. 
| Some not being contented to keep Mr. wm Priſoner, are . putting this Law 
in Execution upon him, an Accompt whereof follows. 


At the General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace the 7 of Oftober, 1680. 
+ before Sir Thomas Hatton, Sir Levinus Bennet, Sir Robert Cotton, Dr. 
Cooke ( who had the Chair ) Dr. Stoite, &c. he was Indicted as follows. 


Cambridge-ſhire 1. He Turors for our Soveraign Lord the Kjng, upon their Oath do 
| Preſent, that Francis Holcroft late of Cheſterton iz the afore- 
ſaid County, Gentleman, the 1% of September in the 28. Tear of the Reign of our Soveraign 
Lord the Kjng that now is, being of the Age of ſixteen Tears and more, at Cheſterton afore- 
zid, in the County aforeſaid, did obſtinately refuſe to repair to any Church, Chappel or uſual 
place of Common-Prayer to hear Divine Service now eſtabliſht 'by the Laws and Statutes of the 
Realm, and did forbear to hear Divine Service as aforeſaid 7 tou the ſaid firſt day of Sep- 
ember i» the 28. Tear of the Kjng by the "a of one Month thence enſuing, aud that 
the ſaid Francis afterward, that is to ſay, the 30» day of March in the 29% Tear o 
the ſaid Kings Majeſties Reign, at Cheſterton yes in the County aforeſaid, in t 
Manſion-houſe of one Robert . Stainſmore i» Cheſterton aforeſaid, was of himſelf 
voluntarily preſent at an unlawful Aſſembly Conventicle and Meeting of divers perſons 
fo the Jurors unknown, and in the ſaid houſe then and there gathered under colour and 
pretence of the exerciſe of Religion againſt the Laws and Statutes of the Realm of 
England, againſt the Peace 7 the Rings Majeſty his Crown and Dignity, and againſt 
the form of the Statute in ſuch caſe made and provided. 
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Plor hath indeed been in the WorlJ as long as Chriſtianity it ſelf, but weare infallibly aſſured of a 
diſcrimination, for 3 
Mat. 10.25,26. It is -_ for the Diſciple that be be as his Maſter, and the Servant as bis Lord ;, if they 


mor therefore, for there is nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed, and hid that ſhall not be kgown. 


I would be tedious to enumerate the Names and Particulars of the Sufferings of 


It is a notorious of the Popiſh Plot, to have Proteſtant Diſſenters eſteemed Papiſts, which 


have caPd the Maſter of the houſe Beelz.ebub,how much more ſhall they call them of the houſhold; fear them - 
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